
Condition Monitoring Observer 
Reports (CMOR) on Drought: 

“See More Drought”
Kelly Helm Smith

Drought monitoring and reporting in Utah

December 4, 2020



Condition Monitoring Observer Reports 
(CMOR): go.unl.edu/CMOR_drought



Yes, there is a mobile app! 

https://go.unl.edu/cmor

1. Install Survey123 app
2. Scan the QR code or enter 

the URL to get started, and 
follow prompts.

3. Choose field app, not 
browser.

4. Enable geolocation
5. Download the survey
6. Take photos, fill out form
7. Upload immediately or 

when you get back to a 
good wifi connection



go.unl.edu/CMOR_drought_2020
Step 1: Geolocation

And then don’t scroll! 
It will move your marker!
Use the plus or minus 
buttons if you want to 
zoom after you have used 
the map widget to place 
your marker in the right 
spot.



Time-sensitive mapping



Common context: Dry-to-wet scale, from 
CoCoRaHS citizen science network



USDM context: 1 in 10? 1 in 20?



Impact checklists



Sector-specific tabs



Impact-specific tabs



Photos



Observer type (new for 2021)
• Extension
• Farmer or rancher
• Water supplier
• Homeowner
• Climate or weather  professional
• Other: 

_______________________

Privacy levels (new for 2021)
1. Publish name
2. OK to share contact info with drought 

observers (not public)
3. Don’t share any identifying details



Drill into points for detail



Takeaways

• Condition Monitoring landing page (check for updates!): 
go.unl.edu/CMOR_drought

• We need consistent observations over time. People 
should report in wet, normal and dry conditions. 

• Photos, photos, and more photos! 
• Add historic photos of field conditions to the Visual 

Drought Atlas, go.unl.edu/photoatlas



3 Do’s and a Don’t (an evolving list)
Don’t: Critique the US Drought Monitor or use CMOR reports 
to ask for financial assistance
Do: Describe how conditions are affecting you. Hauling hay? 
Irrigating more? Dry wells? Please describe current conditions 
in contrast with normal conditions or with past drought 
conditions. In other words, how often does this happen, and 
how does it differ from normal? 
Do: Provide explanation of photos, or better yet, photos for 
comparison of dry, normal and even wet conditions. If this is 
dry, what does it look like in a normal year? 
Do: Report at regular intervals, in dry, wet and normal 
conditions -- monthly, weekly or seasonally.



Quick Links

Survey form:
go.unl.edu/CMOR

And remember: Consistency counts!

Condition Monitoring landing 
page: go.unl.edu/CMOR_drought

Questions? Email:
Kelly Helm Smith 

ksmith2@unl.edu

mailto:ksmith2@unl.edu
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